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Further signs of the Government's financial policy were, first,
the arrival of Kemmerer, with American experts, at Warsaw on
July 3, to renew investigation of the financial and economic
situation, and second, the conclusion of agreements with Harriman,
the American financier, respecting the Giesche mines in Upper
Silesia. On July 19 negotiations were begun once more for a
Polish-German commercial treaty at Berlin.
CONSTITUTION MODIFIED BY THE SEYM
During July 1926 the Seym examined the draft of the reform
drawn up by the Government and embodying some at least
of the ideas of Pilsudski: it had also under consideration the draft
of a Bill for conferring "Full Powers'* on the Government. On
July 22, 1926, an Act was passed, mainly on the lines of the
Government reform draft, by 246 votes to 95. At the same session
the Seym passed the Act of Full Powers. Together these measures
effected a political revolution, the Seym lost much of its power,
if not all of its predominance.
NEW CONSTITUTIONAL ACT
Moscicki promulgated the new Constitutional Act on August 2,
1926. It contained four main provisions. The first limited the
rights of Parliament with respect to the Budget; if within a period
of five months the Budget was not passed, the draft Governmental
Budget (Finance Bill) acquired the force of law; if Parliament
was dissolved without passing the Budget, the Government was
given the right to fall back on the Budget of the previous year.
It was also provided that if the Parliament was dissolved without
voting the military contingent for the year, the Government had
the right to call up a contingent similar to that voted the previous
year. The second main provision was the most important of the
four; it gave the President the right to dissolve Parliament on
the proposal of the Government if unanimous, the new elections
taking place within ninety days. The third provision authorized
the President to issue decrees, having the force of law, until
the new Parliament was in session, reservations being made
respecting any changes in the Constitution and the electoral law.